@Congress of the United States

Washington, BE 20515
May 2, 2017

President Donald J. Trump
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are very concerned with reports that you are considering weakening Social Security by
cutting or eliminating the source of its dedicated revenue: premiums, in the form of payroll
deductions, paid by workers and their employers. Moving away from premiums supported by
work would destroy the integrity of Social Security as a form of retirement, disability and
survivor insurance and would open the door to significant Social Security cuts in the future. We
urge you to reject this dangerous proposal to undermine Social Security.

As strong supporters of Social Security, we understand how important these earned benefits are
to retirees who rely on Social Security as the foundation of a safe and secure retirement, as well
as to workers and their families in the event of disability or premature death. Social Security
keeps 22 million Americans—including one million children—out of poverty. Ending Social
Security’s connection between work and the benefits it provides would cut the legs out from the
most resilient retirement program in America, and jeopardize the protections it provides to
disabled Americans and families after the death of a provider. This proposal is a Trojan

horse: under the guise of modest middle-class tax relief, it would open the door for large benefit
cuts that would have devastating consequences for seniors, disabled workers and their families in
the future.

Dedicated employee contributions, visibly deducted from paychecks and matched dollar-for-
dollar by employers, have been a part of the structure of Social Security since its enactment in
1935. These payments are not mere taxes. Rather, they are premiums that purchase Social
Security’s insurance against the loss of wages in the event of disability, death, or old age. As
President Roosevelt said, “We put those payroll contributions there so as to give the contributors
a legal, moral and political right to collect their pensions.”

Eliminating these direct payments would eliminate the visible link between contributions and
benefits. Moreover, because Social Security’s revenue is dedicated—meaning that the Social
Security Trust Funds are exclusively used for the payment of benefits—and because Social
Security has no borrowing authority, Social Security does not add a penny to the

deficit. Substituting general revenue for Social Security’s dedicated revenue would ensure that
Social Security will be on the chopping block in every budget and deficit-reduction debate—a
stark and destabilizing change.

Throughout your campaign for president you promised the American people that you would not
cut Social Security. We strongly urge you to keep that promise. The promises we make as
Americans through Social Security—to protect workers from a career-ending disability, to shield
families after the death of a breadwinner, and to help retirees maintain their standard of living
after they leave the workforce—are promises we have kept as a nation for over 80 years.
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Instead of radically altering Social Security’s financing, we urge you to build on the successes of
Social Security as the greatest tool we have to protect the economic security of every American.
We ask that you work with us to build a more secure middle class, strengthen America’s greatest
insurance program, and expand the benefits earned through Social Security.

Like so many of our constituents, we are proud of Social Security. This remarkably successful
program binds us together as Americans and protects the financial security of American workers.
Help us keep this sacred promise to our fellow Americans by refusing to sever the tie between
hard-earned benefits and the hard work of the American people.

Sincerely,

Azl 5 ar

Ted Deutch chakowsky
MEMBER OF CONGRESS BER OF CONGRESS
[] °
2’( S G*S,u&. Ot

Doris Matsui n B. Tarsdn

MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

éohn Conyers,%% Marcy Kptur %
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS
Sander Levin Peter A. DeFazio

MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS



May 2, 2017
Letter to President Trump
Page 3 of 11

r /é/ % . ol
ouise M. Slaughter
EMBER OF CONGRESS

%%gl;. QWL_

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

50 @ )@mﬁ——/
osa L. DeLauro
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Jerrold Nadler
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Luis V. Gutiérrez
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Carolyn B.%a%

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

gAY

Frank Pallone, Jr.
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

errano
EMBER OF CONGRESS

Eleanor Holmes Norton
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

fo S

Gene Green
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Lucille Roybal-Allard
MEMBER OF CONGRESS



May 2, 2017
Letter to President Trump

Page 4 of 11
Rogert C. “BOZy” Scott Nydia M. Velazquez
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS
Lloyd Doggett Michael F. Doyle
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS
m’ w M

E}{jah ummings Earl Blumenauer

EMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

4( V/ ‘

Robert A. Brady Danny K. Davis
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

0t Roetle

. -
Diana DeGette ' Ja P. Mc@bvern
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Bill Pascreli, Jr. dam Smith
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS



May 2, 2017
Letter to President Trump
Page 5 of 11

o
Gregory Meeks
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Michael E. Capuano ) E

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

P
e

Rick Larsen
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Stephen F. Lynch
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Tim Ryan i
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Barbara Lee
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

i,

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

"Bty

Betty McCollum
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

K
Rau rijalva

MEMBER OF CONG

oy

Linda T. Sanc
MEMBER OF CONGRESS




May 2, 2017
Letter to President T
Page 6 of 11

Bri Mgy

Brian Higgins
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Debbie Wasserman Schultz
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Ibio Sires
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

/ 41 “q Cc)\»f «GEQ. QQDJ..&‘L

ette D. Clarke

Kathy Castor
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Joe Courtney

teve Cohen
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS
Keith EJlison J cNerney W_
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

h w ohn A.Y n:th\k

eter c
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER ©F CONGRESS



May 2, 2017
Letter to President Trump

s ) ‘Z&Z{w

ackie Speier Marcia L. Fudge
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Rick Nolan Ben Ray Lujan
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS
Chellie Pingree Paul D. Tonko
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Judy Chu

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

IK&I%S@Z‘M David N. Cicilline

MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

fl.
AT Loty Jone: henell
ﬂ g .
William R. Keating Terri A. Sewell
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS



May 2, 2017
Letter to President Trump

Page 8 of 11

Suzariie Bonamici - Dina Titus

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Carol Shea-Porter Colleen Hanabusa

MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBERIOF CONGRESS
oyce Beatty : 1 E )J ulia Brownley

EMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

. .,/..’ M
/l /ﬂ/@mﬂ . 4
Tony Capllenas Matt Cartwright
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS
John K. Delaney Lois Frankel
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

(o et

ared Huffman Alan Lowenthal
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS




May 2, 2017
Letter to President Trump
Page 9 of 11

Mecholle
Michelle Lujaf™Grisham
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Mark Pocan
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

%atherine M. cl:f\'

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

XW
Donald Norcross
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Lk £ B

Brendan F. Boyle
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Ruben Gallego
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

‘Z‘:f-

Y T

et

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

%/W
Eric Swal

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Ao ddamas—

Alma S. Adams
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Debbie Dingell
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

<Teot W- Lo
Ted Lieu
MEMBER OF CONGRESS



May 2, 2017
Letter to President Trump
Page 10 of 11

Norma J. Torres Bonnie Watson Coleman
MEMBER OF CONGKESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Ouift Sr_

Dwight Evans Nanette Diaz é‘zﬁgén j

MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

(Y. O~ o Danis

Val Butler Demings
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS

,%mmgﬂm// Boms Wodsws, Coline-

Adriano Espaillat /l’aramila Jayapal E
MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS
Ro Khanna Al Lawson, Jr.

MEMBER OF CONGRESS MEMBER OF CONGRESS



May 2. 2017
Letter to President Trump
Page 11 of 11

-MBER OF CONGRESS

Seth Moulton
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Hakeem Je g
MEMBER (

CONGRESS

J. Luis Correa ﬁw\

MIEMBER OF CONGRIESS

Doty S P

Brenda L. Lawrence
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

JacKy Rosen
MEMBER O CONGRESS

o Age

Pete Aguilar
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

Chos Bett

Cheri Bustos
MEMBER O CONGRESS

N

/ -
-
Tow g

1BER OF CONGRESS

Mike Thompson
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

~




