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August 2, 2013

Mary Jo White

U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission Headquarters
100 F St. NE

Washington, DC 20549

Dear Chairman White,

On August 10, 2012, the President signed the Iran Threat Reduction and Syria Human
Rights Act of 2012 into law. Building off previous sanctions, the Iran-related provisions
sanction activities related to Iran’s energy and financial sectors, proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, support for terrorism, and human rights abuses. Section 219 of this legislation is a
requirement that each company that reports to the Security Exchange Commission (SEC)
publicly declare any investments in Iran in their quarterly and annual reports to the SEC. The
legislation also included a requirement that the SEC publish this information on a public website.

In authoring this provision, I sought to bring greater transparency as a means of
substantially increasing pressure on companies doing business in Iran (with the exception of
those doing non-sanctioned humanitarian work), and in turn, on the Iranian regime. By
mandating self-disclosure and making this information available to the public through SEC
filings, we allow our government, and the American people, the opportunity to ensure their
investment dollars are not actively undermining our national security priorities.

Unfortunately, the implementation of Section 219 has fallen well short of the intended
Congressional intent. The disclosures are buried deep inside the SEC website, and accessing the
public disclosures requires advance knowledge of the SEC’s specialized EDGAR Company
filing system. I have enclosed an attachment that outlines the nine complicated steps a member
of the public would need to take in order to review a company’s disclosure of material business
with Iran. In this current form, this information does not achieve our goal of exposing to the
American public companies that continue to provide support to Iran that could assist their drive
for nuclear weapons.

Given the importance of this issue, and the Administration’s continued leadership in
implementing a robust and effective Iran sanctions regime, I strongly encourage the SEC to
explore mechanisms — including easily adaptable open data - for making the Iran disclosures
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more publicly accessible. I hope I can count on your support, and I would be happy to discuss
the specific mechanics with you or your staff at your convenience.

Respectfully,

Ted Deutch M
Member of Congress



Nine Step Process for Accessing Public Iran Disclosures

Step 1: GO to www.SEC.gov
Step 2: Click on “Search Edgar” in the middle of page
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Step 4: Type “IRANNOTICE” into the search box
Step 5: To view an individual disclosures click on the “CIK#”

Full-Text Search

This page allows you to search the full text of EDGAR filings from the last four years. The full text of a filing
includes all data in the filing as well as all attachments to the filing. To find the information you need and make
your search easy and enjoyable, please visit our FAQ page. We are still developing this feature, and we plan to
enhance it based on user feedback. Please email your comments and suggestions for improvement to
textsearch@sec.gov

NS

Note: Occasionally, some recent filings are not available through the EDGAR Full-Text Search.
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COMPANY NAME(s) - [MICHAELS STORES INC /SIC - 5945)]
MICHAEL J. VEITENHEIMER Senior Vice President, 52 ary-and General Counsel Michaels Stores,

Inc 8000 Bent Branch Drive Irving, Texas 75063 May 24, 2013 U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission 100 F Street, N.E. Washington, DC 20549 Re: Notice of

05/23/2013 IRAMNMOTICE for BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS PLC ADR
COMPANY NAME(s) - [BRITISH TELECOMMUNICATIONS PLC ADR (CIK - 820534 /SIC - 4813)]

IRANNOTICE US Securities and Exchange Commission 100 F Street, N.E. Washington, DC 20549 May
23, 2013 Re: Notice of disclosure filed in Exchange Act Annual Report under Section 219 of the Iran
Threat Reduction and Syria Human Rights Act of 2012 and Section 13(r) of the Exchange Act Ladies
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N
EDGAR Search Results EDGAR :;i‘-;mv;::’m
SEC Home « Search he Merl Gensialiun EDGAR Sysam s » Cuserr Page
MICHAELS STORES INC CHG: 0000740670 (300 21l company flings) Busmsss Adwees Wby Adesic
I £04% : RETAILHOREY, TDY & GAME BHEOPS gg__newmucum %m;:g:am
Stta locaion, T 1 85ake of Inc: DE | Fiscat Yoar Ent U123 i o 78083
Paaliont Divects: Coico 2 A (3724031 20C
Gatlnsider Uansas tions v 1l isewer.
T——— Fiang Tine Frior i (YYYYLRIOD) Ownershiz? L.m.ﬂgg..ﬂ E.“.‘Bw. Search
® inciude * exctuce  on, 40 Emdies [+ Show A1
aema 1 - 4 EIRIE Fern Nex 48
Fhingn Formai ] e HisaS sk Faction b
IRAHIOTICE ;ﬁ:m’ﬂzm%ﬁrg&aﬂ;::%:;ﬂiln“lllﬁimm ang 3ma Human Righls Act¢f 2077 |Excange A2t Secesn 13 20133524 E?CP‘Q:J]J’O
= Ty e 5 0usama v 2, 04D FIEL D Ao
[ For i D031 134855. 1704400t B4 ch Ste J0KE Lttt Vasrie
RANOTICE  (Semersr) roes mamlmm:lmm:: 10ka —— R e B L1388 l:‘)30!':’:?:]134'
fx A= Pl R T muas ez
L2 fieeio) e YA 55 320 P4ST 34 Acs S8 AT9KE Bty bl g
e o wIOSFE 13011469 Mt S0 2018 ma0304 e
e mons RS
= e SO 101558 15012152 54 e Sce 208 2130221 Toann
= T ara A arana bon aea’ s n1cE0 00193328



Step 7: Click on the Annual Report Document (The red link at top)

Filing Detall
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Step 8: Click CTR + F to do a word search for “Iran.”
Step 9: Read the disclosure.
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